
Grants Application – Multi Fund 
 

Applicant Details 

Organisation Levens Playing Fields Application No  24202 

Grants Officer 
 

Ellen Clements District South Lakeland 

Aims of the 
group 

A small committee of volunteers run Levens Playing Fields. The space includes a 
playground, tennis courts, football pitch and bowling club. It is funded entirely 
through grants and fundraising and maintained by volunteers. 
We aim to create a space that is welcoming to all and brings all groups of the 
community together for leisure, social or learning opportunities. 

 

Grant Priority UNSDG 

6 Life on Land 

 

Funding Request 

 Project Cost £7,316.00  Total requested £3,347.36 

 

Funding Recommendation 

Fund Name Recommended Panel Date 

myLakeland Fund £2,000.00 13/12/2022 

Holehird Trust Fund £2,000.00 08/03/2023 

Total amount recommended £4,000.00  

   

Expenditure 

 Capital costs: £3,347.36 
Raised beds £509.97 
Compost/top soil £319.85 
Ground work + covering £909.75 
Shed/storage £405 
Tools £449.45 
Plants £111.35 
Water butt £69.99 
Living Willow Dome £572 

Quotes 
Received 

Yes 

 

Income 

Amount of 
funding raised 
so far 

£2,500.00 £2500 from NISA, Making a difference locally has been 
spent on fencing and a gate/stile for the space. 

Applying 
Elsewhere 

Yes £300 - Tree Council for five trees plus associated sundries 
(this amount is not included in this bid). £4000 National 
Garden Scheme Community Grant - outcome in March which 
will delay the project a year. 

 

Project Details 

Project title Levens Playing Fields Community Garden 

What would you 
like to do with 
your grant? 

Using a piece of unused space (10x30m) at the entrance to Levens Playing Fields, 
we want to create a community garden. The garden will include raised beds, a small 
wildflower meadow, five fruit trees and possibly some sensory/natural play items 
such as musical instruments or a living willow structure. 
 
We would also like to purchase some practical items such as a shed or safe storage 
facility, some tools and a water butt. 



How do you 
know that the 
people in your 
community want 
this 
project/activity 
and what 
evidence have 
you collected to 
demonstrate 
this? 

Over the past 18 months the committee has held several consultations in the 
community and received overwhelming positive feedback for the community garden. 
The school is engaged with the project and has an eco-team which will lead on 
different elements. The teachers are also keen to use the space regularly as part of 
the curriculum. 
 
To clear the area and plant wildflower seeds, we've already run a couple of work 
parties which have been well attended by around 15 members of the community, 
adults and children. It was hard physical work, but the group are engaged and 
excited for what the future brings. 

Explain how the 
people or 
community 
accessing your 
services are 
disadvantaged 
and tell us about 
the issues they 
face 

Levens has a varied community. There is an older, retired population who may be 
suffering from loneliness or a lack of purpose. There are a lot of young families in the 
village, many of whom have moved to the village more recently and a number of 
single parent families. Although Levens is quite an active community, there isn't a 
project or space that brings these different groups together and allows them to learn 
from one another and spend time in each other’s company. 
 
We also have a growing primary school which is next door to the playing fields and 
bursting at the seams. The small tarmac playground is about to become smaller 
when an extension is built this year and it makes so much sense for them to share 
this green space and contribute to this project over the wall.  
 

Partnership 
working 

Levens CE School has an option to be involved and benefit from the space, but no 
obligation. 
  

Outline the 
benefits and 
outcomes that 
you expect to 
achieve as a 
result of the 
funding 

Although our playing fields caters for a multitude of people and age groups, there 
isn't one area that encourages people to come together. A space that is used by all 
ages. The community garden will be open to all: To our neighbouring primary school 
(which has no green space); to the retired generation who want to share their 
gardening skills, learn new ones or spend some time in the company of others; to 
families who have very little gardening space but don't want to commit the time or 
money involved in owning an allotment. 
 
The garden won't only provide a refuge for people. We'll be using local and native 
seeds and varieties (where possible) to create flora and fauna which will provide a 
habitat for bees, butterflies and other insects. The fruit trees, meadow and bird 
feeders will encourage bird life. Overall, we'd just like to inject some life back into the 
playing fields and improve biodiversity. 

How you will 
collate, measure 
and report the 
benefits you 
describe? 

Following the completion of the project, there will be two areas of benefit to measure. 
1. The success and growth of the natural space - whether the wildflower seeds and 
trees are growing and blooming and whether the trees and plants are baring fruit and 
vegetables. Whether there is an increase in the flora and fauna in the space and 
insects/bugs using the area. The space was amenity grassland prior to any work 
being carried out and had limited to no biodiversity value. To measure impact and 
progress, we plan to do an invertebrate survey and a grassland survey in the 
summer of 2023 and will report on our findings to encourage and motivate 
involvement from the wider community. 
 
2. The use of the space - whether the space is well managed and cared for and 
frequented by volunteers and visitors alike. We'll ask for feedback from user groups 
and the committee will observe and report on this measure during monthly committee 
meetings. 

How does the 
project/activity 
progress after 
this funding 
ends, or is it 
one-off? 

Although the infrastructure should be in place when the funding comes to an end, I 
would like to see the project progress through the use of the space. It would be great 
to have a regular gardening club, regular school and young people's sessions held in 
the space and opportunities for learning - how to compost, planting your own 
wildflower garden, pruning a tree, grow your own, make your own juice etc. etc. 
We're living through a climate emergency and in a time of recession, green spaces 
can provide a place for calm but can also teach us a lot about how to look after our 
environment and live more sustainably. 



 
It would also be great to see increasing amounts of bugs, birds and wildlife taking 
refuge in the space (maybe we'll get a bug house or beehive!) and increased 
numbers of species. 

Living Wage N/A 
  

No of 
beneficiaries 

300 No of volunteers 10 

  

Assessment 

Organisation The volunteer-run charity (no. 523066) manages the pavilion and sports areas as 
well as the children's play area. In 2020, the group raised more than £100,000 to 
replace the play equipment. It has three trustees. 
 

Finances Accounts ending 31 March 2021 show income of £34,250, which includes SLDC 
Covid-19 grants totalling £19,669. Expenditure totalled £45,606 - the largest item 
was new playground equipment totalling £41,000. 
 

Need & Demand Levens is a rural village, there is a limited bus service running only a couple of times 
a week and none at weekends. The playing fields provide activities for local children 
and families. The charity is fully engaged with the local community via public 
consultations and their views are always included - over 80 people were involved in 
the consultation. 
 

Project The charity received funding to establish the community garden, which has been 
spent on a locally commissioned fence, gate, and stile to separate this area from the 
main play area. The site will include a mini allotment and raised beds for the school 
children, wildflowers, a few small fruit trees, bird boxes and feeders and a living 
willow structure - a dome-shaped structure made from living willow whips or 
branches. 
 

Budget / Value 
for Money 

A contribution to some capital and equipment costs - quotes provided. 
 

Future 
Sustainability 

One-off costs. 

Impact Community gardens encourage residents to become more socially and physically 
active and to develop stronger ties to their area. Gardens provide nutritional value 
through the growing and consumption of organic fruit and vegetables, in addition the 
relief from stress and reduction in loneliness. 
 

Safeguarding Two page safeguarding policy received dated May 2022. It is not adequate and 
missing most of the information we would expect to see. 
 

Any other 
comments & 
recommendation 

Recommend a contribution. 

Conditions Conditional to updated safeguarding policy (chased on 19.1.23, 23.1.23 and 26.1.23) 

 

Previous Funding Details 

No. of allocations No. of approved allocations Total Amount Awarded 

3 2 £2750.00 

 


